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Bxcorpt  from  "The  Goneral  Pact  for  the  Renunciation 
of  War" 

Text  of  the  Pact  as  signed 
Notes  and  other  Papers 


Ilf 


Department  of  State 
United  States  of  America 
United  States 

Government  Printing  Office 
Washington 
1928 


(Pago  4)  Notes  Exchanged  between  the  United  States 

and  other  Powers,  Juno  20,  1927  —  August  27,  1928. 


il? 


_ 1.  ■  if 


(Pago  16)  The  French  /vmbassador  (Claudel)  to  the  Secretary 


of  State* 


Washington,  March  30,  1928. 


i 
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(Page  17) 

My  Oover tunont  likewise  gathers  from  the  declarations 
whloh  your  oxoollenoy  was  good  enough  to  make  to  mo  on  the 

first  of  last  March,  the  assuranoo  that  the  renunciation 
of  war,  thus  proclaimed,  would  not  deprive  the  signatories 
of  the  right  of  legitimate  defense.  Such  on  iftterpreta tlon 
tends  to  dissipate  apprehensions,  and  the  Pronoh  Government 

is  happy  to  note  it. 


Claifie  1 


(Pago  26) 


The  British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
(Chamberlain)  to  the  American  Ambassador  (Houghton) 

London,  May’  19,  3  928 


(Pago  26-27) 

4.  After  studying  the  arording  of  Article  1  of  the  United 
States  draft.  His  Majesty’s  Oovernmant  do  not  think  that  its 
terms  oxoludo  action  which  a  state  may  bo  forced  to  take  in  self- 
defense,  Mr.  Kellogg  has  made  it  clear  in  the  speech  to  which 
I  have  roforrod  above  that  ho  regards  the  right  of  solf-dofonso 
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a«  inalienablo.  and  Hi«  Majestys  Oovornmont  are  disposed  to 
think  that  on  this  luestion  no  addition  to  tho  text  is  necessary 


(Page  28)10. 

The  language  of  Article  1,  os  to  the  renunciation 
of  war  as  an  instrument  of  notional  policy,  renders  i<  desirable 
that  I  should  remind  your  excollonoy  that  thore  are  certain 
regions  of  tho  world  tho  welfare  and  intogrity  of  which 
oonstltute  a  special  and  vital  interest  for  our  peace  and 
safety.  His  Majesty's  Government  have  boon  at  pains  to  make 
it  clear  in  tho  past  that  intorforonoe  with  those  regions 
cannot  be  suffered.  Their  protootlon  against  attack  is  to 
tho  British  Empire  a  measure  of  se  If -do  fonse .  It  must  bo 
clearly  understood  that  His  Majesty's  Government  in  groat 
Britain  accept  tho  now  treaty  upon  tho  distinct  understanding 
that  it  does  not  prejudice  their  freedom  of  notion  in  this 
respect.  Tho  Government  of  the  United  States  have  comparable 
interests  any  disregard  of  which  by  a  roreign  power  they 
have  declared  that  they  would  regard  as  an  unfriendly  act. 

His  Majesty's  Government  beliove,  thorofo-o.  that  in  defining 
their  position  they  are  expressing  tho  intention  and  moaning 
of  tho  United  States  Government. 


Austen  Chamberlain 
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(Page  SO) 


The  Japanese  Uinlster  for  Foreign  Affairs  (TANAKA) 
to  the  Amorioan  Ambassador  (Uao  Veagh) 


Tokyo.  Uay  26.  1928 


(Pa  ge  81) 


Tho  proposal  of  the  United  States  is  understood 
to  contain  nothing  that  would  refuse  to  IndepQndent 
stotos  the  right  of  self-defense,  and  nothing  which 
is  Inoompatible  with  the  obligations  of  agreements 
guaranteeing  the  public  peace,  suoh  as  are  embodied 
in  the  Covenant  of  tho  League  of  Nations  and  tho  treotioe 

t 

of  Looorno.  Accordingly,  tho  Imperial  Government  firtaily 
bolievo  that  unanimous  agreement  on  a  mutually  ao- 
ooptnble  text  for  suoh  a  treaty  as  is  contemplated  is 
wolx  oupacio  of  realisation  by  discussion  between  tho  six 
powers  referred  to.  and  t^ey  would  bo  happy  to  colloborato 
with  cordial  good  will  in  tho  discussions  with  the 
purpose  of  soouring  what  tho”  aro  persuaded  in  the 
common  desire  of  all  tho  peoples  of  tho  world  --  namely, 
tho  cessation  of  wars  and  tho  definite  establishment 
among  the  nations  of  an  era  of  permanent  and  universal 


po  a  CO  •' 


Baron  Oil chi  TANAKA 
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Note  of  tho  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Governments  of  Australia.  Be  Igtitt.  Canada.  Cse ohos lovakia . 
France.  Germany.  Great  Britain.  India.  Irish  Free  State. 

^  Italy.  Japan.  New-  Zealand.  Poland,  and  South  Africa. 

June  23.  1928. 


It  will  likewise  be  recalled  that  mn  April  20.  1926.  the 
Government  of  the  French  Republic  circuloted  among  the  other 
interested  govornmonts,  including  tho  Government  of  the  United 
States,  an  alternative  draft  treaty,  and  that  in  an  address 
which  ho  delivered  on  April  28,  1928.  before  tho  /unorioan  Society 
of  International  Law.  tho  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 
explained  fully  tho  construction  placed  by  ray  Government  upon 
tho  treaty  proposed  by  it,  referring  at  follows  to  tho  six  major 
cons ido rations  omphasizad  by  prance  in  its  alternative  draft 
treaty  and  prior  diplomatic  correspondence  with  my  Oovornmonti 
(1) 

Self-defense.  There  is  nothing  in  the  American  draft 

of  an  antiwar  treaty  which  restricts  or  impairs  in  any  way  the 

right  of  so  If -dof  onso  *  That  right  is  inherent  in  every  sovereign 

state  and  is  implicit  in  every  treaty.  Every  nation  is  free  at 

oil  times  and  regardless  of  treaty  provisions  to  defend  its 

territory  from  attack  or  invasion  and  it  alone  is  oompetoiit  to 

decide  whether  cirouastanoos  require  recourse  to  war  in  self- 

defense.  If  It  has  a  good  case,  the  world  will  epi^lsud  and. 

not  condemn  its  action.  Express  rooos**^!®”  Ly  treaty  of  this 

-6- 
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Inalloaable  right,  however,  gives  rise  to  the  same  difficulty 
encountered  in  any  effort  to  define  aggrossion.  It  is  the 
identical  question  approached  from  the  other  side.  Inasmuch 
as  no  treaty  provision  can  add  to  the  natural  right  of  self- 
defense.  it  is  Bbt  in  the  interest  of  peace  that  a  treaty  should 
stipulate  a  Juristic  conception  of  sd  If -defense  since  it  is 
far  too  easy  for  the  unscrupulous  to  mold  events  to  accord 
with  an  agreed  definition. 


(Page  38  ) 


The  British.  German.  Italian  and  Japanese  Governments 


have  now  replied  to  my  Government's  notes  of  April  13.  1928. 
and  tho  Governments  of  the  British  Dominions  and  of  India 
have  likewise  replied  to  tho  invitations  addressed  to  them  on 
Ua)^  22.  1928.  by  my  Government  pursuant  to  tho  auggaation 
convoyed  in  the  note  of  May  19.  1928.  from  His  Majesty's 
Government  in  Great  Britain#  None  of  those  Governments  has 
expressed  any  dissent  from  tho  abovo-quotod  construction, 
and  none  has  voiced  tho  least  disapproval  of  the  principle 
underlying  tho  proposal  of  the  United  Slnt-os  for  the 
promotion  of  world  peace.  Neither  has  any  of  the  replies 
received  by  the  Government  of  tho  Unitad  States  suggested 
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any  spaolflo  modifloation  of  the  text  of  the  draft 
treaty  ‘pi  oposed  by  it  on  April  13,  1928,  and  my 
Oovernmerit,  for  its  p«rt,  remains  oonvinoed  that 
no  modification  of  the  text  of  its  proposal  for  a 

multilateral  treaty  for  the  renunciation  of  war  is 

necessary  -to  safeguard  the  legitimate  interests  of 

any  nation.  It  believes  that  the  right  of  self-defense 

is  Inherent  in  every  sovereign  state  and  implicit 

in  every  treaty.  No  speoifio  wftrenoo  to  that  inalienable 

attrlbtt.  of  oOToroltnity  1.  thoroforo  nooo.o.ry  or  deoiroblo 


The  French  Unistor  of  Foreign  Affaire  (Bricnd) 

to  the  Anoriocn  Ambeaeedor  (Herrick) 
(Trr,n.lctlon) 


(Fego  1*4)  Tho  Govomaont  of  the  Ropuhlic  ie  hnppy.  moreover,  to 
toko  noteJEffthe  interprotetions  which  the  Governiaent  of  the  TteA-* 
Stotoe  gives  to  tho  now  treaty  with  a  view  to  er.ti«fyinc.  the  various 
obeervotions  which  had  been  forraulotod  from  the  Ftonch  point  of  vlow 
Thosn  intorpretotions  mey  be  smmiBrizcd  es  follows:  Nothing  in 
new  tiaoty  restrains  or  compromises  in  any  mnnor  whotaoover  tho 
right  of  eolf-dofenso.  ^ch  notion  in  this  rospect  will  alwrys 
rewin  fro.i  to  defend  its  territory  against  attack  or  invuslou?  it 

j _ .•rVia4'hr.T<  fiircomstpucos  require  recourse 


(Ptt;o  1*5)  in  this  situation  end  under  those  conditions,  the 
Oo,ern..«=»t  of  tho  IbpuhUc  i=  hoppy  to  ho  Ohio  to  dooloro  to  tho 
Ooverot^ot  Of  the  U.itcO  Vto.  that  it  ie  hop  ohtivel,  disposed  to 
•i<m  the  ti'ooty  OS  proposed  hy  tho  letter  of  your  oMolloncy 


jtfirtido  Eriond 
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(Page  lj.6)  Tho  Conetdion  Socrotory  of  Stoto  for  Exterunl  cf fairs 
(Itrkonzie  King)  to  tho  ijnoriccn  Minister  (Phillips) 

Ottc-wfi  July  l6,  1928 

Sir*  I  desiro  to  ccknorrledgo  your  noto  of  Juno  23  end  revised 
drrft  which  it  contcinod  of  tho  treaty  for  the  renuhdlation 
onl  to  state  that  HLs  TJinJesty’s  Govorninent  in  Cenade  cordiclly 
cccopts  the  treaty  cs  rwisod  end  is  prepared  to  perticipate  in  its 


signature. 


Accept  (etc.) 


W.  L.  Mnehenzie  King 


(Pago  i':?)  Tho  British  Secretory  of  State  for  Foreign  Affoirs 
(Chcmborlein)  to  tho  American  Charge  (Atherton) 

London.  July  18,  I928 

(R>go  18)  :j3  regards  tho  passoge  in  my  note  of  the  19th  Jfey  relating 
to  certain -regions  of  rtiich  tho  wclforo  and  integrity  constitute  a 
speciol  end  vital  interest  of  our  peooo  and  safety,  I  need  only 
respect  thot  His  Hr  josty's  Government  in  Great  E’’itain  cccopt  tho  now 

treaty  upon  tho  understanding  in  this  r'-spect. 

I  am  ontiroly  in. accord  with  the  viov.'s  expressed  by  Mr.  Kellogg 
in  his  speech  of  the  28th  April  that  tho  proposed  treaty  docs  not 
restrict  or  impoir  in  any  way  tho  right  of  sclf-dofcneo.  os  also  with 
his  opinion  that  coch  state  alone  is  compotent  to  decide  v:hcn  circum¬ 
stances  nocoasitato  rocourso  to  vror  for  tliot  pui’posc. 


^  http://www.legal-to6Is.org/doc/584 lb4^ 


Dcf.  Doc.  ^957 


In  tho  light  of  tho  foregoing  oxplanatlona.  Hia  I/hjosty  a  Govern 

mont  in  Great  Britain  oro  glad  to  Join  vrith  tho  United  Statoa  and  vlth 

oil  othor  govon»onto  .l..il«rly  al.poood  in  oimim  <>  dofioitivo  trooty 

for  tho  ronunolotloo  of  .or  In  tho  form  tronomlttod  In  your  noto  of  tho 

23rd  Juno.  Thoy  rojoloo  to  ho  oo.oolotod  >dth  tho  Oo^rmnont  of  tho 

hhltod  Stotoo  of  nmorioo  ond  tho  othor  portion  to  tho  proponed  trooty 

in  a  further  and  aignal  odvcnco  in  tho  outlawry  of  mot, 

Auaton  Chninborlain 

(P.80  48)  Tho  Britinh  Soorotory  for  Forolsn  ilflrs  (Ohomborloin). 
on  behalf  of  tho  Connnonwoalth  of  Auatralia,  to  the 
Aiurioon  ^horge  (Atherton) 

London.  July  18 i  1928 

(Posn  49)  2.  I  hPh  ‘08  1“’'° 

Oovomnont  In  tho  Comnonnoolth  of  nuntrollo  liovo  slvon  tho  moot 
coroful  oonnldorotion  to  your  noto  .hovo  montlonod  ond  thot  thoy 
oooopt  tho  ...uronco  glvon  hy  tho  imltod  Stoto  Soerotnry  of  Stoto 
thot  tho  rlsht  of  nolf-dofonno  of  o  nlgnotory  ntoto  uill  not  ho 
impolrod  in  ony  uoy  hy  ooooptonoo  of  tho  propoood  trooty. 

5.  mo  Ifcjonty'n  OoTornmont  In  tho  Ooiunonuonlth  of 
/.untrollo  odd  thot  tho  forogoln*  «:o  tho  only  ouontlonn  to  uhloh  th. 
proposed  trooty  given  rioo  In  uhloh  thoy  oro  o.pociolly  Intoro 
U  tho  tort  of  tho  trooty  ihloh  bon  non  boon  suhmlttod  In  oomplotoy 
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8.tl.tDotory  to  thorn  oo  for  00  thooo  opoolfio  point,  oro  oonoomod. 
they  will  bo  quito  ogroooblo  to  alenlng  It  In  Its  proaont  form. 


I  have  (etc.) 


Austen  Choinborloin 


(Peg  49)  The  British  Secretory  of  Steto  for  Foreign  Affoirs 
(Choniborlain),  on  behalf  of  the  Governmont  of  Indio. 

’  to  the  Amoricon  Charge  (Atherton) 

London,  July  18,  I928 

(PDge  49)  2.  Nok  I  bog  leave  to  inform  you  thot  the  Government  of 

India  nasocioto  thomsolvos  uholo-hoortodly  and  most  gladly  with  the 
torms  of  the  note  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you 
to-day  notifying  Fou  of  tho  willingness  of  His  Majostys  Government 
in  Groat  Britain  to  sign  a  multilateral  treaty  for  tho  rt>nundlatioi^ 

of  war  as  proposed  by  tho  Govornmont  of  tho  United  States. 

,  .  V  Austen  Chamberlain 

I  have  (etc  . ; 

(Wyo  50)  Tho  British  Soorotory  of  Stnto  for  7o:olen  Affoirs 
(Chomborloln),  on  boholf  of  -h,  n.roranont  of  Now 
Zonlond;  to  tho  Amoricon  Ohorfo  (Aliiorton) 

london,  Ji’ly  lOi  1928 
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(PR£o  53)  Jnpcnoso  Minister  for  Foreign  Affeirs  (Tonr.kn) 

to  the  /jnoricon  Chnngo  (Neville) 

(Tr^nslntlon)  ^0.  1928 


Boron  Oilchi  Tnnoka 
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